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Welcome

Welcome to the first RE Update from QCDA. Working under our new identity, the Qualifications and Curriculum Development Agency adds a ‘D’ and a new ‘A’ to our name: we will be a developmental agency, engaging schools, local authorities and other partners in supporting the implementation and development of the new secondary curriculum and the changing primary curriculum, as specifically remitted by the Department for Children, Schools and families (DCSF). 

With the change of name comes a change of location. Most QCDA curriculum staff have moved out of the Piccadilly office and are now based in the temporary west midlands office near Birmingham International. Although 83 Piccadilly can still be used for delivering post and for organising London-based meetings, it will be phased out between now and mid 2010. 

You will wish to note that our new contact details, as follows

	Qualifications & Curriculum Development Agency

2300 The Crescent, Birmingham Business Park, Birmingham B37 7YE

New website address: www.qcda.gov.uk
New corporate phone number: 0300 303 3010
Mark Chater’s new email address: mark.chater@qcda.gov.uk
Mark’s mobile number is still: 07703 750 253

The old London landline number for Mark is no longer in use.


In January or February 2010 QCDA will move to its new, purpose-built offices in Earlsdon Park, Coventry. The postal address will be different but website, email and phone numbers will remain the same. 

Statutory consultation on RE Guidance, primary curriculum proposals and other issues: what next? 

The consultation period closed on 24 July 2009. Thank you to all those who responded, whether via the online survey, a focus group or correspondence. The response was considerable and the consultation generated enjoyable, healthy debate about RE and the curriculum. 

QCDA conducted the consultation on behalf of the Department for Children, Schools and families (DCSF). The findings from the consultation are the DCSF’s property. QCDA has submitted reports on the findings in relation to the RE Guidance, and in relation to the proposals on the primary curriculum, including RE, to the department. It is expected that Ministers will soon take decisions on how to respond to the consultation.  

At QCDA, work is going ahead to build the website for the changing primary curriculum. The intention is that this will include a framework-based programme of learning for RE, flagging it as a statutory subject supported by a non-statutory programme. This will be for the guidance of agreed syllabus conferences and partners in faith schools, as appropriate. 

Working with SACREs

QCDA continues to work with Standing Advisory Councils on Religious Education, The current engagements are designed to:

· support SACREs and Agreed Syllabus Conferences in their work in responding to the challenges of the new curriculum

· finalise, with external partners, the SACRE self-evaluation and reporting template, and have it ready on line on www.qcda.gov.uk, in the curriculum conversations section

· create an online forum for posting and commenting on SACRE reports. Annual reports should be sent by email to sacres@qcda.gov.uk where they will be available and publicly readable, so that all SACREs can benefit from the spreading of good practice. 

· organise a conference for SACRE chairs in February or march 2010, exact date and programme to be agreed and circulated as soon as possible.
Assessment of Pupil Progress in RE

RE secondary practitioners and consultants have worked with QCDA to exemplify standards in RE based on the Framework’s eight-level scale.  Thanks to their hard work, a set of assessment focuses is now in draft form. The focuses fully reflect the eight-level scale; they bring together ‘learning about’ and ‘learning from’ opportunities, assessing them together. These are being trialled in some secondary schools and we look forward to the uploading of pupil work, teacher comments and the confirmed focuses in 2010. 

All this work will be non-statutory and will exemplify standards as a service to writers and users of locally agreed syllabuses. 
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