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Religious Education Update

February 2010  

Welcome

This update comes to you from the QCDA’s new, permanent office base in Coventry. The Birmingham business park and London office bases are now phased out and should no longer be used. Email, phone and postal contact details are in the box below. Please amend your records accordingly.  

	Qualifications & Curriculum Development Agency

53-55 Butts Road

Earlsdon park

Coventry CV1 3BH

New website address: www.qcda.gov.uk
New corporate phone number: 0300 303 3010
Mark’s new email address: mark.chater@qcda.gov.uk 
Mark’s mobile number is still: 07703 750 253

The old London landline number for Mark Chater is no longer in use.


In touch with SACREs

Please note the new email address for SACREs: sacres@qcda.gov.uk can be accessed by several different members of QCDA staff. Please use it for sending in SACRE annual reports. 

The next major conference event for SACRE members is on 24 March 2010 in Westminster Central Hall, London. Please use the sacres email address to obtain details. 

A strategic moment for RE – new documents

A new primary curriculum, new DCSF guidance on RE, and a promise of more dialogue and development … read on! 

On the last day of January, new documents of great importance to RE were published on line:  
The new RE Guidance, 'RE in English Schools: non-statutory guidance 2010', is from DCSF ministers. It replaces the RE elements of Circular 1/94 with immediate effect. http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/subjects/re/guidance
The new primary curriculum, including the three aims, essentials for learning and life, and programmes of learning including an illustrative, non-statutory programme for RE, can be found at http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/new-primary-curriculum/ The new primary curriculum will be taught in schools from September 2011. 

Both documents will be of major strategic importance to the efforts we make together to improve standards in RE over the next few years. They represent considerable milestones for our subject and are a testament to the way we have worked together as a subject community. In particular, these documents are central to SACRE work on agreed syllabuses and to schools designing their curriculum. Further guidance on implementing the new primary curriculum will be out on 29 March and this also will include RE. 
An open letter from Diana Johnson MP, minister of state at the DCSF, to the Chair of the RE Council, reassures stakeholders that decisions on RE remain local, and that dialogue will continue on the development of RE. Letter from Diana Johnson MP   

In addition, the report from Warwick University on RE resources can be found at http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-RR197& 

Assessment of Pupil Progress in RE

RE secondary practitioners and consultants have worked with QCDA to exemplify standards in RE based on the Framework’s eight-level scale.  Thanks to their hard work, a set of assessment focuses is now in draft form. The focuses fully reflect the eight-level scale; they bring together ‘learning about’ and ‘learning from’ opportunities, assessing them together. These are being trialled in some secondary schools and we look forward to the uploading of pupil work, teacher comments and the confirmed focuses in 2010. 

All this work will be non-statutory and will exemplify standards as a service to writers and users of locally agreed syllabuses. 
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