November 20th, 2010

Dear Secretary of State,

 

I am writing on behalf of NASACRE and SACREs to express my deep concern that your announcemnt regarding the national primary curriculum has not made the position of RE clear, and indeed can be seen to weaken its position. Simply to state that:

 

"While RE is not part of the statutory national curriculum it is no less important and we will be publishing an illustrative programme of learning alongside new non-statutory guidance in January."

 

is most unhelpful, because it can, and by some will, be read to suggest that RE is not statutory. Nowhere do you state that RE is a statutory part of the primary curriculum (as part of the Basic Curriculum alongside the NC) and nor do you state that it is determined locally through the statutory Locally Agreed Styllabus.

 

I am particularly disappointed because I still have not had a response to the letter I sent to you earlier this week, in which I expressed these concerns on behalf of NASACRE. I hope you appreciate that the RE community in general and SACREs in particular feel very strongly that children and young people have an entitlement to quality RE and that the Government has a specific role to play in supporting us in this endeavour. This will not be achieved by muddying the waters or by-passing statutory responsibilities. Your statement above seems to do precisely that. We have been encouraged in the past that the governement, through your department and the DCLG, have been supportive of good RE and that is why we have worked in close partnership with you to develop good practice and guidance. In many ways, this heightens the disappointment contained in your announcement. I, and other colleagues in the RE community, will want to work with you to promote a clear understanding of the nature, place and value of RE in the curriculum, but we need to have robust messages and expectations coming from central government to headteachers and DCSs in order so to do.

 

I look forward to discussing this with you further.

 

yours sincerely,

 

Bill Moore

Chair, NASACRE
