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	The Right Honourable
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families

Department for Children, Schools and Families

Sanctuary Buildings

Great Smith Street

London

SW1P 3BT

16th Nov 2009
	Bill Moore
School Improvement service
County Hall
Aylesbury
Bucks

HP20 1JD

01296 382441
	
	


Dear Secretary of State,

Re: The current status of the RE Guidance and the place of RE alongside the revised Primary National Curriculum.

I am writing to you as a matter of urgency and to express some concern regarding the above two issues on behalf of the National Association of Standing Advisory Councils on Religious Education (NASACRE). Our Association represents the interests and views of individual SACREs in each Local Authority in England and we submitted responses to the consultations as an Association as did many individual SACREs and regional groups of SACREs.
Recently I was leading some training for two newly formed SACREs and issues around the long-awaited draft new Guidance and the new Primary and recent Secondary Curricula were raised. I was unable to provide answers to these issues. Nor have I been able to assure other SACREs, or the NASACRE Executive, that progress is being made with these two highly significant developments, because there has been such a long silence after a major consultation.

The NASACRE Executive wants to stress to you the importance of good RE and Collective Worship in schools, not just for the pupils themselves, but also for the impact they have on the range of faith and other communities from which these pupils come. We know and strongly support the good work and high priority that your government has put into community cohesion. We fully appreciate the positive ways in which you have engaged with and involved faith communities in socio-economic and educational issues. Members of individual SACREs and members of the NASACRE Executive have worked tirelessly with your officers on developing guidance for all stakeholders in RE, including Headteachers and parents. We have seen this as a positive partnership, working with you for improved outcomes for children and young people and their communities.
We strongly urge you to ensure that this good work and spirit of partnership are not lost and do not go to waste. RE is by its very nature controversial and as such needs to have strong and clear support and guidance from Government. Whilst RE is a statutory component of the Basic Curriculum, it is locally determined, which is a real strength for the subject as it gives ownership to the local communities. The SACREs that we represent bring together faith communities, Anglican Dioceses, teacher groups and local authority representatives in a potentially creative partnership to meet the needs of CYP and communities. Faith and belief are vitally important dimensions of personal and communal identities and shared understandings of humanity. Our contributions to the development of the new Guidance and the writing of the RE Programmes of Study for the Primary Curriculum were made in the spirit of helping schools in their duty to promote community cohesion and well-being and to enhance learning and thinking skills.

In relation to the primary programmes of study, it is vital that those for RE are published at the same time as those for the national curriculum subjects. Further, any guidance given on implementing the new curriculum must be clear that RE is a statutory subject that is to be treated in all ways as part of the whole school curriculum and not as something to be bolted on as an afterthought. Where schools wish to do inter-disciplinary or multi-disciplinary work it is important that Headteachers and curriculum leaders within schools are made aware that RE should be included among the subjects that contribute and that RE should sometimes be the lead subject for topics to which other subjects can contribute. The greatest care must be taken that guidance material on the various government sponsored education websites never uses the nomenclature “national curriculum” when it should refer to the “basic curriculum” or “statutory curriculum” or to “the national curriculum and RE.”

NASACRE recognises that the new Guidance has produced its challenges and that there are differences of opinion within the RE community. However, we strongly urge you to publish this as soon as possible, because the current guidance in Circular 1/94 is now too outdated to be of any serious educational use. SACREs need to be able to support and advise Local Authorities and schools both on the statutory requirements for RE and on how to develop quality RE. The new Guidance helps to do this in the context of new legislative and educational developments and there is an overwhelming consensus within the RE community for the guidance to be published at the earliest opportunity, with appropriate publicity and active support from the DCSF.

RE is a statutory part of the Curriculum. It is also an important part of the education of our children and young people to help them meet the increasingly complex demands of modern living. Your intention in reviewing the primary curriculum was not simply to focus on the National Curriculum. It was to provide a curriculum for children, that has coherence, breadth and balance. This intention will be severely depleted and diluted if the RE element in the form of the Programmes of Study and the new guidance, are not published alongside the National Curriculum elements of the whole school curriculum.

SACREs have a statutory duty to monitor RE and if the Programmes of Study and the guidance are not published, this will make that role more difficult and challenging. As Chair of NASACRE I believe passionately in the value and central importance of RE and I would welcome the opportunity to talk this through with you or one of your officials.

Yours sincerely
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