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AGM 2011: Secretary’s Report
The 2010/11 Executive comprised: Sharon Artley; Philip Davies; Helen Harrison; Jo Fageant; Khadijah Knight; Graham Langtree; Tricia Martin; Harbhajan Singh and Debbie Tibbey (members); Bill Moore (Chair); Bruce Gill (Vice Chair); Michael Metcalf (Treasurer) Julie Grove (Secretary) and Denise Chaplin (Executive Assistant); two people were co-opted: Tristram Jenkins and Robin Kanarek, and Geoff Teece edited the newsletter.  All were eligible to attend executive meetings.

The Executive met three times in the year since the last annual meeting in May 2010, and the officers twice, in August and February.  Executive Meetings were held in June and October 2010, and February 2011, alternating between venues in London and Birmingham.  The average attendance was twelve members, with nine people attending all three meetings. 

Agenda items, as well offering regular updates on the maintenance of the organisation, for example, financial matters, covered members’ reporting on their work on behalf of NASACRE in, for example, REsilience; the RE Celebration; the recruitment and training project; the young people’s projects, RETool; the REC.  A standing item has been the concerns of individual SACREs.  Every meeting also included planning for the newsletter and some thought about forthcoming events, generally the AGM and specifically one-off conferences. There was also specific time given to a full consideration of the Ofsted Long Report and for discussing future priorities.  Much energy was expended in deliberating on the future, in terms of RE’s place and prosperity, relationships with the Government and the DfE, and threats from such as the Ebacc and curriculum reviews.  

Outside these regular meetings, members, and particularly officers, were busy during the year.  There were always three NASACRE representatives at REC meetings; as a member of the REC Board, Denise Chaplin also attended five Board meetings.  Bruce Gill attended all the REsilience Steering Group meetings and Denise and Sharon Artley got about 25 Celebrations meetings under their belts as well as attending many of the month’s events around the country.  NASACRE was represented at all the Professional RE Group meetings.  

Local and regional SACRE meetings were supported by Executive members.  Three of the Officers attended the London SACRE meeting last summer and a London SACRE organisation meeting this year.  Support was given to individual SACREs where it was requested, sometimes in person and frequently via email.
The year leading up to this AGM culminated in the ‘Whose RE is it anyway?’ conference in Birmingham to mark the end of the month of celebration, to which 100 people contributed.  Reports of this event, along with other relevant material, are on the NASACRE website which, with the help of Paul Hopkins, we try to keep up-to-date and useful to SACREs.

Julie Grove
