What SACREs think….

In order to maximise the support NASACRE can offer you, we asked, prior to the AGM, for your responses on a number of issues which were then the focus of discussions on the day.   The following is a summary of your responses in general terms; the survey to date can only be seen as tentative.

On the main question of SACREs’ monitoring and the possibility of support in analysing data from school self-evaluation, opinions vary.   The majority of SACREs recognise their responsibility to monitor the quality of provision and standards in their schools, but a few express disquiet at requesting data from schools and some are reluctant to process that data, questioning whether it would also have to be made available to the local authority (LA).  Many say they would find the information useful and welcome the possibility of data analysis.  It is universally recognised, however, that the activity has to remain voluntary and its success will depend on the quality of a SACRE’s relationships with its schools and its LA.  Several SACREs feel a national impetus from NASACRE, possibly with the backing of the national strategy for RE, would add weight.  It could also raise the profile of SACRE with schools, although it would have to ‘sold’ to them as a developmental rather than a judgemental activity, designed to help them, as well as giving SACRE information.  Once collected, the information must be used productively and the process must be transparent.

The design and quality of the instrument that is used is crucial; although some SACREs already receive completed self-evaluation forms (SEF) from schools, it is generally felt to be too cumbersome for this purpose.  Many feel they need more knowledge of the SEF-based questionnaire developed for the purpose of monitoring. There is concern that the data would be subjective and therefore potentially unreliable and, with so many SACREs operating without the support of a specialist RE adviser, it is difficult to see how data could be validated.  However, SACREs will not find out about standards if nothing is done and this offers a mechanism for finding out. Overall, you have given us a mandate to go ahead and pursue this project with the REC, whilst recognising that SACRE’s role is wider than monitoring.  On the other questions to do with organisation of NASACRE, provision of training and use of the non statutory national framework, we will report in due course…and thank you for the feedback.  If you did not attend the AGM and had not previously had the chance to consider these issues, please let us know what your SACRE thinks at  secretary@nasacre.co.uk.    
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